

The Company of the Committed:
7 Traits of Highly Effective Christians
Trait #3 A Pattern of Prayer Pt. 2
5 Keys to Talking With Dad

One year in New Mexico When I was the Jr. Hi camp director I had a friend of mine from El Paso Texas work in the camp with me as head of security.  His name was Leland or Lee, but everyone called him Lurch.  That was his biker name.  He was great security guard.  6’8” tall with hair down to his waist and a beard to his belly!  The tattoos didn’t hurt that scary image either!  He was very intimidating to the kids.

At the end of the week we had a special chapel service and I asked Lurch to pray.  It had been a so-so service, but his prayer was something else!  I’ll never forget it!  He bowed his head and began his prayer, “Daddy…”

The Bible uses the word “Abba.”   God desires to be our Abba.  He wants us to come to Him as our Daddy.

FIVE KEYS TO TALKING WITH DAD
1. You have to be on good terms with the Father
This one ought to be a no brainer!  We know that when it comes to the people in our life that we have to be on good terms in order to have good conversations.  
Think about this in your life.  Who is it in your life that you have just a little bit of friction going between you, but you still have to see and talk to them from time to time.  It could be your boss, a co-worker, a family member, a neighbor or someone you go to school with.  When you have to have a conversation with them isn’t it just a little bit awkward?  You think that’s not good.  
It is the same thing with God.  If you Prayer Life doesn’t seem to be going well, this may be why.  You have to be on good terms.  
Look at Psalms 66:18, “If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened.”
If I’ve got stuff in my life that I know disagrees with what he wants, God isn’t going to listen to me.  
This is David.  He wrote this Psalm after his tryst with Bathsheba.  After Nathan came to him and told him, “You are that man!”  This follows Psalm 51 where David prayed, 
Psalms 51:1-10		      51 Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your unfailing love;
according to your great compassion
blot out my transgressions.
2 Wash away all my iniquity
and cleanse me from my sin.

3 For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is always before me.
4 Against you, you only, have I sinned
and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you are proved right when you speak
and justified when you judge.
5 Surely I was sinful at birth,
sinful from the time my mother conceived me.
6 Surely you desire truth in the inner parts;
you teach me wisdom in the inmost place.

7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean;
wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.
8 Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones you have crushed rejoice.
9 Hide your face from my sins
and blot out all my iniquity.

10 Create in me a pure heart, O God,
and renew a steadfast spirit within me.

David seems to finally get it.  I my life isn’t right with Him why in the world would I think He’s listening to me?  Maybe David had just come off of a time where he felt that separation from God and he is speaking from first-hand knowledge.

But people think, “He’s God!  He’s Got to listen to me!”  Really?  Listen to this…

Proverbs 1:23-28
23 If you had responded to my rebuke,
I would have poured out my heart to you
and made my thoughts known to you.
24 But since you rejected me when I called
and no one gave heed when I stretched out my hand,
25 since you ignored all my advice
and would not accept my rebuke,
26 I in turn will laugh at your disaster;
I will mock when calamity overtakes you —
27 when calamity overtakes you like a storm,
when disaster sweeps over you like a whirlwind,
when distress and trouble overwhelm you.

28 "Then they will call to me but I will not answer;
they will look for me but will not find me.

Wow!  That is harsh!   God say He will mock you in your trials, you’ll search for Him and won’t find Him, You call out He’s not going to listen?  WHY?

You don’t listen to My words, You rejected me in your life, you accept my advice and you won’t listen to my rebuke.  But when life hits the fan, you decide to pray and you expect me to jump?  

Do we have any relationships in our lives where someone comes up to us when there’s problems in their life and demands that we work on their behalf and then we don’t hear from them again until there is another problem?  

We have all probably dealt with someone like that.  But when their name comes up on the “caller ID” we think, “Wow! Let the machine get that!”  “I’m getting worn out from that person!”

Why do we expect God to jump when we say “JUMP!”?

In your LOL homework for this week there is a whole list of verses that say “Here are other reasons that God isn’t listening to you…”  

No one ever explained this to me as a kid growing up in the church.  I grew up thinking that God’s job was to listen to me.  

I say, “Dear Heavenly Father…” And He picks up. And when I say, “Amen” He hangs up!  And that is just the way it works.  As if God works that way!  

Like God is out working in the Universe somewhere and I say, “Dear Lord” and He stops whatever it is He is doing and says, “Whoa!  Jerry is talking to me I have to listen!”  Then I say, “Amen” and He can then return to what he was doing!  

Sometimes when we are in the heat of an issue and praying really hard and God isn’t moving we get ticked!  Where is God?  Why isn’t He moving!  And we need to stop and ask “Where has God been for the last six months?  When things were going so well and I was ignoring his advice, rejecting Him from my life, not listening to His words, but we get so mad when He doesn’t jump!”

If God isn’t in your daily life while you’re making choices, if He isn’t the One in control of your life,  yet you expect Him to come running when you problems hit?  Proverbs says, “NO!”

You know kids learn this.  Mom and dad are in a better mood and much more likely to give permission when we are on good terms right?  

#2 It can’t always be about you 

Ephesians 6:18, “And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.”

James 4:3, “When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.” 

I think these verses show us that when our prayers are selfish and always about us it gets really old to God.  

Remember that song by Toby Keith “I want to talk about me!”?  
· Did you ever meet someone and all they ever wanted to talk about was themselves?  
· They showed no interest in you and what was going on with you in your life?

How long did you stay around that person?  If you can get away from someone like that you do!  

I’m not sure that God doesn’t feel the same way!

The Bible says, look you’re not lifting up the family.  You’re not thinking about anyone else but you.  Where is worship in the midst of selfish prayer?  

Remember the lady from last week?  She came to a place of falling on her knees and crying “LORD, have mercy on me!”  She came to the realization of, “Who am I to waltz in here and just demand, I am here to just say, ‘mercy’”  

Know wonder that even when the disciples came to Jesus and asked to be taught to pray Jesus started with (The Lord’s Prayer) Matthew 6:9-13


“Our Father…” He’s Papa, He’s Dad.  We need to know that when we go to Prayer.  

"' in heaven, hallowed be your name…’  Remember He’s the One in heaven.  Praise Him simply for who He is.  How much of our Prayer Life is spent just talking about us?  Before we start blabbing to God about what we want and what we need, we need to stop and say, “I just want to thank You for who You are and what you do!”   

Then we also need to spend some time lifting up others.  One of the rules that I have always tried to enforce in our house was not to hit, not to kick, not scratch, not to pull hair, and not to fight and always to share.   

Why?  
Cause if I could get Kim to stop doing these things I’m pretty sure the kids would stop!  No, Kim and I enforce these rules together for the kids.  Again, Why? because I want the family to get along.  I want peace.  The needs and wants of one person are not more important than the needs of another person in the family.  

There have been times in their lives when my kids couldn’t have cared more for each other, brief though those times may have been!  There have been times when they got along, played together and looked out for each other and those times have been the best times for me as a Dad.

When they are lifting each other up and not tearing each other down.  
How much of your Prayer Life is just about you and your needs?  James says be careful if your prayers are just selfish, that gets old after a while. 

Know that you are coming to a dad who cares about His kids; those that are being hurt and those that are weak and knows there are some that need to be lifted up.  

Know that you are coming to a God who knows who He is, even if you don’t and that there should be a time of worship in your Prayer Life.  Where you let Him know that you know “Lord, I’m just a dog, and I don’t know why you let a mutt like me run into your Presence, but I’m so thankful that You do…”   
  
#2 It can’t always be about 

#3 It has to be a two-way street
It has to be a two-way street, otherwise you are going to so frustrated because he is not answering.  AND the reason He isn’t answering is probably because you’re not listening.  

Turn to Ecclesiastes 5:1-2
Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. Go near to listen rather than to offer the sacrifice of fools, who do not know that they do wrong. 2 Do not be quick with your mouth; do not be hasty in your heart to utter anything before God.  God is in heaven and you are on earth, so let your words be few.

When we come to prayer we need to recognize, that we are talking with God and not just talking to God.  There is a difference.  If all your prayers are talking to God then you are probably frustrated in your Prayer Life because you aren’t probably getting too much back, are you?

Solomon recognized this as a potential problem, so he wrote this down for us to learn from.  “When you go to God be careful, there’s a danger here.  Don’t be a fool.  Don’t be so eager with your mouth!  Why are you always speaking when you are in prayer?”  

Maybe it’s because God is unseen and it’s hard to talk with someone we can’t see.  Maybe it is because the patterns of prayer we learned in church growing up.  But Solomon goes on and says, “God’s the One in heaven, you’re the one on earth.  SHH!”

 I recognize that the only thing is harder than talking to God is trying to listen to God.  Talking isn’t a problem for me.  I like to talk.  But when it comes to sitting in silence I have a real hard time.  And if you add waiting into the mix, it makes it exponentially harder.  I’m not wired that way.  I have to have noise and activity and distractions.  

Even when I’m talking with people I need to ask questions and try to visualize what people are telling and if there is a problem involved then I need the facts in order to find the solution to the problem.  Sometimes people don’t want me to solve the problem, they just want me to listen and I have to wait and listen and keep quiet and that’s really hard for me.

When I pray, especially when there is an issue that I’m needing help with I have the same problem.  I tell God what the issue is and as I am retelling it to Him I am going over in my mind looking for the solution and trying to re-examine the issue to get to the solution.  That’s not the same as sitting and waiting and listening.  

And there is a sense in which I hear God say, “You’re not good at that with the people in your life that you can see, why would you think that you’d be good at it with me?”  And he talks to me in the distractions and in the midst of me talking and yet, He still asks of me sometimes, to sit and wait and listen.  When those times come I sit and wait and I listen.  I have learned to keep a pad of paper and pen handy for when those ideas and thoughts and images come into my mind and interrupt prayer. I jot them down or draw them and go on with my sitting and waiting and listening.  

If you talk all the time when you pray, when do you program into your life to listen to Him?  
Where do you have in your life time where God is allowed to speak and give you answers?

I’m frustrated because God isn’t giving me answers and God is frustrated because He’s giving me answers and I’m not hearing them!

Because I’m running up to Him and saying, ”THANKYOUGOD FOR THE DAY THE FOOD ANDDING-DONGGOTTARUNSEEYAAMEN” And He says, “Whoa, Jerry! Wait where ya gong, oh, you gotta day to go to… thanks for thinking of me.”

Ecclesiastes says, “God is in heaven and you are on earth, so let your words be few.”   Let there be a time whether you use your imagination or say it in your heart where you come into God’s presence and marvel at the fact that you are in His presence.  

When Paul says, pray without ceasing he isn’t talking about being on your knees all day, look at his life, he was a busy guy!  Somewhere there has to be a time that you recognize that God is with you and you are open to share with Him and He is open to share with you!  Whether that is something you hear, something you sense in your spirit that you need to do, whether it comes from people in your life or through Christian radio or music or wherever.  There has to be a time given to God where you just listen.  

The Creator of the Universe wants to tell you something!

I love talking with my kids.  But I also recognize that they have to be in a place where they can listen.  My kids are all so active with school activities and friends that if they are involved in something while I’m trying to share with them that conversation ends up being just a one-way street.  Ecclesiastes tells us it has to be a two-way Street.  

When you go to God in prayer, don’t be the only one blabbing!  He already knows what you need.  Do you think you are going to surprise Him with a request?  He knows you financial situation, your job situation, relationship situation, your health situation, He knows it all already!

And remember you’re not coming into the presence of an unjust judge who doesn’t care, but into the presence of a Dad who says, “I want to bless you, but man, work on this relationship.”

Sometimes we treat God like a cosmic coke machine.  We run up put our prayers in and punch what we want and take it and run away.  God doesn’t want to be used like that.  There has to be more to it than that.  He wants us to be persistent.  He wants us to understand who we are in His presence and He wants us to know who He is when we are in His presence.  We do not control Him through our prayers like He’s a puppet and our prayer are the strings that make Him dance for us.  

#4 Just come with what you have
This is a cool thought.  I think it will bring some relief to many of you.  Just come with what you have. 

I had a professor in Seminary who the first time I heard him pray in chapel, the first time I heard him speak at all, he came to the pulpit and prayed, “Our Father, Who art I heaven…”  and his voice was so deep and his voice so….something, I thought he was putting on this voice, like it was his “Prayer Voice.”  But then I had a class and realized that was his real voice.  

Have you ever noticed that people change their voice and even their words when they pray?  They seem to go from regular folk to King James English speaking…I don’t know what.  I have been with people who change so much when they pray, that I had to open my eyes to see if the morphed into someone else!

God doesn’t need that.  Don’t let me criticize you if you change your voice and the way you speak when you pray.  If you do that it is really fine.  But maybe you are waiting to start praying until you find that prayer voice.  Or maybe you are afraid to pray because you like your voice the way it is!  

Come with what you have.  You don’t need no fancy talk to pray to God.  Just come with what you have.

#5 Your goal should be to connect with the one you are talking to, not to get what you want. 
  
Think about that the next time you go to pray.  Prayer isn’t giving Him a list of things He doesn’t know about so He can answer them!  That time you have to pray anytime throughout your day is just a chance to connect with God.   That should be our greatest goal.  It isn’t about giving a shopping list of the things we need to God so he can work on them for us.  The goal should be to walk away saying, “I sensed God in my prayer time.”  

Can that be frustrating at times?  Ya.
Does it take time and persistence?  Ya.
Why?  I don’t know!  It’s the way He designed it.  He wants you to pursue Him.  

John Eldridge once said, “The reason God might not answer prayer is because it’s the only time He gets to hear from us.”  Maybe He’s afraid that if He made it easy and answered our prayers quickly, we wouldn’t spend time with Him anymore.  

The greatest goal is to connect with the one you are talking to, not to get what you want.  Henri Nouwen said it this way, “the crisis of our Prayer Life is that our minds maybe filled with the ideas of God, while our hearts remain far from Him.”  

We have made prayer something we do that is lofty and difficult, and prayer is much more a journey of the heart than it is saying the right stuff in the right voice.  Prayer is connecting with God realizing that He is here and I don’t deserve it, I am from the wrong side of the tracks, I have blown my life, I can’t earn it and I can’t live up to it, And yet He still allows me to approach Him!

Matthew 6:5-8

5 "And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 7 And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 

That’s Jesus saying just come to connect.  Come on a heart level.  

Where are you daily practicing that Pattern of Prayer?

Which of these tools are you needing to put in place in your Prayer Life?  
 

#1You have to be on good terms with the father.

#2 It can’t always be about 

#3 It has to be a two-way street

#4 Just come with what you have

#5 Your goal should be to connect with the one you are talking to, not to get what you want. 

