The Company of the Committed: 7 Traits of Highly Effective Christians  
Trait #4 Time Out For Worship
LOL HOMEWORK

TAKING IT HOME 
1.   People worship God in a variety of ways.  Below are some examples of various paths of worship.  Read the statements below and circle any and all the descriptions that seem to fit you.

· I worship God best outside in the middle of His creation.  Everything He made points me to Him.

· I worship God creatively.  I appreciate a worship service that involves all of my senses.  

· I worship God by engaging my mind, studying and being stretched intellectually.

· I worship God best in a more traditional setting.  I love the rich meaning behind religious ceremony, symbols and unchanging structures. 

· I worship God best in solitude and simplicity.  I like to draw away by myself.

· I worship God by working hard to make the world a better place.  Worship and service go hand in hand.

· I worship God while I am caring for others and meeting needs.  

· I worship God in quiet moments where I can ponder things in my heart and just be still.  

· I worship God best while I am celebrating what He has done.  There is nothing better than His church singing His praises.

2. Now take a minute and think about how you could incorporate Praise, Thanksgiving, Listening, or Sacrifice into your preferred worship style.  

· What does praising God look like for you? 

· What does thanking God look like for you?

· Where and how do you take time out to specifically listen to God?

· What does sacrificing for God look like to you?
	
3. Looking back at each of the four acts of worship, which of them comes most naturally to you?  Which one is most difficult to practice?  


4. As a result of this week's teaching and study, is there any one thing in your personal or corporate worship you need to develop further? 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU
5. Is there a song we sing or a thing we do at our church services that is particularly meaningful to you?  What makes it meaningful?




DIGGING DEEPER
6. This week we saw that worship is not limited to some songs we sing at a weekend service.  Pastor Jerry pointed out that worship involves much more – and can happen in and outside of a church service.  Read each passage below and jot down what particular circumstances, situation or insight brought about worship.  

Exodus 4:27-31 

Psalm 95:1-7 

Matthew 14:22-33

Luke 2:8-20

Luke 15:8-10

Hebrews 12:28-29



7. Having an accurate understanding of God and what He has done for us enables us to worship Him in truth.  1 Chronicles 16:7-36 gives us a great picture of what that looks like.  As you read this passage, write down the reasons David offers for praising and worshiping God.



	Of the reasons you listed above which ones do you think people focus on the most today?  


How do you think remembering this list might affect a person's perspective of God and how they live?


If our God is good and His love endures forever (verse 34), why would fear and trembling before Him be appropriate (verses 25 and 30)?


8. Some of the greatest expressions of worship were written after great loss or failures.  Read Job 1:1-22.  Job had just experienced enormous loss and tragedy and yet he still gave praise to God.  How do you think Job was able to worship God in the midst of such heartache and pain?



Can you recall any times that you have not felt like worshiping and you went ahead and worshiped anyway?  What was that experience like?


Psalm 51 is David’s expression of worship to God after he had a major moral failure.  What can you learn about how worship helped restore his relationship with God?

